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pw Crarmen Writer in Edin- 


©. burgh, at the ſecond Diet of his Trial 
ore the Baillies of Edinburgh, for 
Framing and publiſhing an Fliſtorical 
* * Account of the Citys Duty on Ale, &c. 

- While the Bailhes were. ſtill delibe- 
rating on the Suſtaining or Repelling of 

* the Declinature which My. Chalmer 
penal againſt them, 


TX 7 HEREAS I am conveened' before the Honourable Baillies 
| of Edinburgh, Sheriffs depute and Juſtices of his Majeſty's 
Peace within the ſaid City, and Liberties" thereof, upon a 
Complaint at the Inſtance of Nobert Gray Procurator-fiſcal of the 
Rid By. charging me with having framed, printed and publiſhed, 
An Hiſtorical Account of the City's Duty on Ale, and of the Ma- 
nagement thereof, & c. (which he is to term a defamatory or in- 
Jurious ava Fay with having therein repreſented” the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Magiſtrates and Town-Council of Edinburgh, that have 
been fince the Lear 1710 downwards, and of the Magiſtrates and 


Council that now are, as deſtructive of the publick Intèreſt of the 


City, and of the Burgeſſes and Community ; ' and concluding, 01 
niſhed in, my Perſon and Goods with the Piins'of Law: ANI 

* WHEREAS, upon Occaſion of znd in the Debate, which waß Reltl 
the 8th of April inſtant, touching the Declinature then proponed by 
me againſt the Competency of the faid Baillies'for being my" 115 
＋ at 

real 


in this Caſe; the Council for the nominal Proſecutor admitted; 
the Magiſtrates and Council of Edinburgh. were the true a 
- Proſecutors ; and, pleading in their Names, did ſet forth "and pro- 
' Foſs, That the Proſecution was commenced, and to 'be*cirtied*0h, 
not with a View to inflict ny perfonal Puniſhment". on me; or much 
to affect my Goods, but ſolely or rincipally in order to bring out 4 
ty s Affairs or Revenne, ſaid 


Vindication of the Admihiſtration of the Ci | | 
to be maliciouſly e me: AND WHEREAS T have 
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== not only heretofore uniformly declared, but do again hereb dect 
RT myſelf willing and ready to join Iſſue with the Procurater-Fiſleal, the 

Ms giſtrates, or any Perſon; elſe, upon the Truth or Falſhood of 
every, all, or any, of chem aterial Aſſertions in Faft, contained in the 
Hiſtorical Account afotefaid, either before the Lords of Seſſion in a 

5 judiciak Way, or before any Number of good and qualified Bur- 
<A geſſes of Property, Who have never born Office in the Councils of 
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= _ this City in an extra- judicial Way (tough I cannot ſubmit myſelf in 
this Cauſe to the Power and Controul of Perſons, who ate truly my 
Parties in it, as to the Means of Proof which I may have Occaſion 
for; nor to their Judgment 25 the Import of theſe Proofs, or the 
' ConſtruRion of the. Words of the Hiſtorical Account, from which 
the Charges, general or - particular, made againſt me by the Com- 
plaint may be pretended to be made out) AND WHEREAS. it is BY 
obvious, That by the Magiſtrates joining Iſſue with me on the I 
Truth or Falſhood of the Facts, in either of the Ways aforeſaid, 
the End which they pretend to have in View will be attained (if it 
is to be attained at all) without ,any great Charge or Expenge to 


3 either Side; while the Expence muſt run very high according tb the . 
= | * Courſe begun and W Hy be proſecuted by the Magiſtrates, and | 
=_ the Neceſſity which I am thereby put under to +" and inſiſt 

—_ . upon my legal Defences for bringing, wy Cauſe befor props ig 

= | impartial Judges, and protecting myſelf againſt thoſe Hardſhips, | 
—_ - which, notwithſtanding the Profeſhon of their Council, 1 have good 2 


> Reaſon to believe ſome. of the Magiſtrates have threatned, and in- 
=—_ . Teendd to ſubject me to, if I am in their Power. NOW, in Caſe the | 

—_— Baillies, before whom, the. Procurator-Fiſcal has brought his forefaid | 

© * Complaint againſt me, ſhall take upen them to repel. my Declinature, . 

—_ and ſnſtain themſelves ag "= es in this Caule; I hereby 
_— n PROTEST; That — 5 i wg and ſhall be liable, not only to 
—_— the Pains, Penalties, Nabe preſcribed by the Laws in ſuch 
_— Behalf made and provided, but alſo in Payment, to me of all Coſt, 7 

1 Skaith, Damage and Expence which I may ſuſtain or incur through , 
Auch their. partial and, illegal Procedure: AND, in reſpe& that Ge. 

— Matter in Queſtion is at preſent,. and until a final Determination on 
—_— the Merits muſt be dered as, perſonal. between tlie Magiſtrates." XxX; 
_ — - and Council, or ſuch, of them as think themſelves injured” by any 
_ | "Thing ſet forth or ſald in the Hiſtorical Account, and me, on the * 
_ SGauppoſition of my. being the Author and Publiſher of it; I do for | 
I — 28. a. Burgeſs of, and Heretor and Houſeholder in, this City, | 

_— and in Name and. Behalf of the Community, and of all thoſe Bur- | 

—_— — efſes, or other Members thereof, Who ſhall adhere to. me, PRO- 

—_—. TEST, That the Community of this City be not burdened, nor the 
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2 Judges, or by pleading, when before other Judges, chat the Hiſtorical 
Account is a Libel, even tho? all the Facts in it were true, and that 4 
: Author can't be permitted to prove them, I do PROTEST, that = 
; neither the Community (againſt the Intereſts and Rights of the whole . % | 
Members of which they will then moſt plainly be acting) nor I; in: = 


** 


7 


— 


eee dilapidated,” for defraying the that 
RE moſt extravagant, uſeleſs and unjuſtifiable be or © Nw¾g 
my be hidout-in the Proſecution of this perſonal Quarrel of - 
dhe Magiftracy or Council againſt me, for ſtanding up for the 
= Community againſt chem; That neither the, Treaſurer of City, 
= any other Perſon, who by his Office or — is or ſhall ber 
_—come pollcſſed'of any Part of its Revenues, do preſume or take on him to 
'# RY ve out or advance any of the City's Monies for carrying on this 
= Proſecution, onpretence of the Authority of any Act or Acts of the Coun» 
ready paſt, or wWhieh may be paſt during the Dependence of the 
Queſtion : And that, if the Treaſurer, or any other of the Perſons 
aforeſaid, has already given away any of the City's Money for that 
- Purpoſe, he do a kodp and) withhold any Salaries or Fes which 
way be payable out of the City's: Revenue to any Member of the 
= Council, for anſwering and reimburſing to the City what he may have 
id out heretofore: AND AS it may be ſaid, and is perhaps true, 
That in Caſe: the Magiſtrates and Council do fairly and openly enter | 
ii a Diſquiſition of the Facts, touching their Adminiſtration of the | 8 
> City's Revenue, and. be thereupon acquirted of, and juſtified from, the _ 
* *Accuſations which they ſay are made againſt them, they ought in Law _ 
and Juſtice to be kept indemnes of the Expence thereby incurr'd; I 
hereby voluntarily ſusect myſelf, in that Caſe and upon that Suppo- 
- fition, to all ſuch reiſonable- Charges and Expences as ſhall be truly ß 8 
and neceſſarily diaburſed in Relation to that Diſquiſition, or in Rela-. 1 
tion to their procuring their Acquittal and Juſtification upon the Iſſue =_— 
| thereof; and am willing and ready to aſſign (to any — Depoſitar 
to be pitched on) an unqueſtionable Security of the Extent of Z. goo 
Sterling for anſwering. my ſaid Engagement. BUT IF the Magi- 4 
rates and Council bal go on in their Attempt, to fereen themſelves 1 
from ſuch fair Diſquifition of Facts and impartial Judgment thereon, 1 
either by ain ta inſiſt chat Tome of themſelves ſhould be the 


* 


Conſequence of my fareſaid Engagement, may be, or mall be liable 
to any Expence incurr'd: by ſuch Procedure: But that the Magiſtrates. 
and other erke of Council, who, have concurred or ſhall concur 
in ſuch ſcreening Schemes and Doings, or who have connived and ſhall 
connive at them, by not openly proteſting againſt and diſſenting from 
the ſame, ſhall be perſonally liable to ſuch Expence (as well as in 
my Expences and Damages) without Pretence of Relief from or 1 
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